
 
 

   

                    
                 

            
                
                 
      

                
              
                 

  

     
               

                
      

                 
               

        

                
                  
                 

   

                 
                 
                 

  

 
                   
           

               
                
               

                
               
                 

   

               
               
              

                  

KMS Newsletter

June 2021 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We have made it to the end of another productive school year in the midst of many challenges! This is our 
final KMS Newsletter for the 2020-2021 school year. As a faculty and staff we have enjoyed sharing all of the 
wonderful accomplishments, academic topics and opportunities your students experience here at KMS. Faculty 
and staff have taken some time to share happenings from the fourth quarter. There are also sections for special 
area subjects, the KMS Support Team, school clubs and school wide initiatives. Once again, thank you for all you do 
and your continued support throughout these challenging times. 

Next school year we will continue with our Family Advisory Committee meetings. We truly value your time 
and collaboration to provide the best educational experience for our students. Interested in joining our committee 
next year? Look for the link on our Lansingburgh Facebook page and also on the KMS PTA page. 

KMS Team Information 

6th Grade- Blue and Orange Teams 
In social studies, we are concluding our year with a unit of study about the European Renaissance. Students have 
been researching important people and scientific discoveries of the time. Finally, they are creating a Google slide 
presentation about a person of their choice. 

In science class, we are working on Unit 7 - Weather. We have finished learning about clouds, air masses, fronts, 
instruments and forecasting. Next we will learn about extreme weather and do actual weather reporting with a 
green screen for the KMS Double T Announcements Show. 

In ELA, students have been exploring social issues through the urban fiction book, “The Skin I’m In”. We’ve looked at 
several issues and learned how identifying the issues in a story can help lead us to finding the theme or author’s 
message. We will be moving into using what we’ve learned to create a public service announcement addressing one 
of the social issues. 

In Math, students learned about statistics and worked to find the mean, median, mode and range in a set of data. 
They also learned about the five number summary and how to find the first and third quartile and the interquartile 
range. We will end the year working with integers. Students will learn integer rules to use when adding, subtracting, 
multiplying and dividing. 

Yellow Team 
In ELA, we are wrapping up our year with a Persuasive Writing Unit. In times past, this would be the unit where we 
would be creating our “Commercials” using greenscreens, cameras, equipment, and other technology, however, with 
this year’s restrictions we have decided to do our best to present an interactive opportunity to PERSUADE! 
Students are learning the art and skill of Persuasive/Argumentative writing, with a focus on making a claim, using 
research to find supporting text evidence, and making counterclaims. For this project, students will choose issues of 
interest and complete a visual project. This project will culminate with our first ever, “Virtual Gallery Walk,” an idea 
that I am excited to introduce since having to have become more flexible during this unprecedented time. 
We are eager to share these projects with peers, teachers, friends, and family. We look forward to publishing and 
presenting our final projects! 

In Social Studies, we are concluding our Civil War unit. We have spent the past marking period studying Westward 
Expansion, Abolition, the growing divide between the Northern and Southern States and the Civil War. We created an 
interactive map of westward expansion and completed an essay using historical documents about the movement 
west. We created a new project making abolitionist trading cards. For the civil war, students studied the causes of 



                    
                 

              
                 

              
                       

                
                   
            

                    
                  

                    
              

              
                 
              

       

 
               

                
              
                   

                 
         

               
                 

               
                   

                  
            

             
              

               
             

             
                

                  
                   
                  

               
              

                
                  

                
 

the civil war, as well as the disadvantages and advantages of the civil war. We wrapped up the unit researching 
different battles during the civil war. Students shared their battles with their classes. Have a great summer! 

In Science we have spent the last month or so studying genetics and natural selection. We’ve learned why we look 
similar to our family but not identical to them. Traits are inherited and passed down, this concept is key to 
understanding natural selection and why species change and adapt to their environment. Students “dug” for fossils 
in a large dirt sample that was sent to me from a fossil museum in North Carolina. We also were birds for a day and 
students “battled” each other with their faux beaks to see which beaks were best adapted for the “food” available. 
This has definitely been a difficult year but I hope my students will leave this school year knowing that we care about 
them and did the best we could to help them learn and enjoy school. 

In Math, we have just finished the unit on dividing fractions by using the reciprocal. We have just started a unit on 
Statistics. The students learned about mean, median, mode, and range for the first part of the unit. We will be 
moving onto constructing box plots and histograms by using the data from a data set. We will end the year with a 
unit on integer operations and applying the rules of integers to evaluate expressions and solve equations. 

In Resource, we have been continuing to support the students through the transition to in-person learning. We 
continue to work with our remote learners as we adjust to our new learning environments. We have worked on 
improving our reading and writing stamina, as well as developing stronger math problem solving skills. We are 
looking forward to finishing the year off strong! 

Green Team 
In Social Studies, we are concluding our Civil War unit. We have spent the past marking period studying Westward 
Expansion, Abolitionist and the Civil War. We created an interactive map of westward expansion and completed an 
essay using historical documents about the movement west. We created a new project making abolitionist trading 
cards. For the civil war, students studied the causes of the civil war, as well as the disadvantages and advantages of 
the civil war. We wrapped up the unit researching different battles during the civil war. Students shared their 
battles with their classes. Have a great summer! 
In Science, we just finished our unit on genetics. Students were able to extract DNA from strawberries. Our last unit 
is evolution with a little ecology mixed in. For this unit, students will look at the evidence for evolution while 
researching a species that is being endangered by global climate change. Students will use what they learn about 
evolution and their research on their species to decide if humans should help save this species or let it die out. 

In ELA, we are wrapping up the Persuasive Writing Unit. Students selected a topic that they would like to use for their 
digital persuasive advertisement and have read various articles about their selected topic. Throughout the creation 
of their digital advertisement, students have been utilizing the critical components of persuasive writing that were 
highlighted in our daily mini lessons. Students are very excited to persuade their classmates, hear others’ opinions, 
and see their digital advertisements come to life! I really enjoyed working with these amazing seventh graders this 
year. Please reach out if you need some more summer reading recommendations! Enjoy your summer! 

In Resource, the students have been working on improving their reading comprehension skills related to answering 
multiple choice questions. We have also been spending time reviewing math topics that will support them as they 
enter 8th grade next year. The students have done a great job transitioning to in person learning and continuing to 
support their learning at home for those that are remote. It has been a pleasure working with these awesome 7th 
graders this year. I am excited to see what the future holds for them! Have a great summer!!! 

In Math, the students worked on Geometry topics such as circumference and area of circles, volume of prisms and 
cylinders, and angle relationships. We also worked on some multi-step equation problems to help prepare for 8th 
grade math. For the honors math students, we worked on 8th grade topics such as linear equations. We discussed 
how to find and graph the slope and y-intercept of a line. We also discussed how to solve systems of equations 
graphically and algebraically. I really enjoyed working with the green team students this year! Hope you all have a 
great summer!! 



 
                

               
                 
      

                      
                  

                      
             

                  
                 

    
                   
                 

                   
   

                  
        

              
                 

                 
                   

                 

 
                
                  

                  
     

              
               

             
           

               
               

                    
                

                    
  

               
               
             

            
             
          
                 

 
              

                
                 
                

                
                

White Team 
In Social Studies the students are studying the Cold War conflict between the United States and Soviet Union. As a 
class we have been writing about the tensions between these two Nuclear Superpowers. We are preparing to wrap 
the school year up with the Civil Rights Movement. The students will be working hard on their writing and research 
skills as we conclude the school year. 
In Resource class, on May 25, we took a virtual field trip to the NY state capitol and NY State Museum. I urged the 
students to visit the museum--it’s free and there’s great things to see. The museum is open to visit in person again. 
We wrote letters to soldiers for Memorial Day. (My son is serving in the Army, so I was able to send them to him to 
distribute)We worked each day to complete our work, understand concepts more deeply, and make connections 
between all our learning. It was an exciting year, full of challenges. I loved working with all the students, in person 
and online. I wish you all a very happy summer. I will be teaching summer school--if you’d like some summer 
enrichment, I’ll be seeing you! 
In math the students are getting ready to finish up the school year after taking the state math exam on May 12th. We 
will be finishing the year working on topics to prepare for Algebra next year. The honors math students are getting 
ready to take their first Regents exam on June 23rd. We will be finishing up the curriculum in the next couple weeks 
and then beginning review. 
In science, we are wrapping up the year with fun, engaging labs we were unable to do while virtual. Wishing all the 
best to the class of 2025! We made it! 
In ELA, we wrapped up our Argument Writing unit and have started reading and analyzing Poetry. Throughout this 
unit, students will be exposed to a variety of poems and music, challenging them to think analytically and outside of 
the box. We are currently reading House Arrest by K.A. Holt as a mentor text to hone in on students' close reading 
skills and analysis of poetry. This will be our last unit of the year! I truly enjoyed my time spent with students 
remotely and in the classroom. I wish the Class of 2025 the best of luck next year at LHS! 

Maroon Team 
In Science we have just completed our Density unit. It was very successful. Many students excelled on the unit test. 
Just this week we are starting our last new unit of study for the year! Astronomy...We will be learning about the 
seasons, the phases of the moon, gravity, tides etc. At the same time we are looking forward to the NYS Science 
Exam coming up in early June. 
In ELA, we recently finished our Poetry Unit. Student's analyzed various poems within the mentor text, House Arrest 
by K.A. Holt. Students focused on how authors use craft to impact their writing by analyzing figurative language, 
mood, tone, poem structure, etc. After another trying year, our students continue to persevere. Congratulations to 
our 8th graders! I wish you the best of luck in high school! 
In Social Studies the students created slide presentations of their Civil Rights projects. The students did their own 
research on chosen topics and developed a claim whether the activist movement had been fulfilled or whether there 
was still more work to do. Students were asked to answer the question: What is the lasting legacy of the civil rights 
movement? The students have done such an excellent job with their projects and learned many great important 
research skills that they will use as they move on to high school. Have a great summer, rest up and keep working 
hard next year! 
In Math we just completed our unit on the pythagorean theorem. Students were finding the missing legs and 
hypotenuses of each right triangle they saw. They also learned that the distance formula is derived from the 
pythagorean theorem. To finish off the year, we will be graphing linear and nonlinear equations. 
In Technology Students created Technology Portfolios where you can see all their awesome projects from quarter 4. 
Maroon team students that were in school were able to complete hands-on projects including building self-wicking 
buckets so their plants grew larger and the Computer Mouse take-a-part lab and experiment with robotics. Nice job 
finishing the year strong Maroon team, and I hope you all continue to take Technology courses in your high school 
career! 

Red Team 
In Science we completed our unit on Human Body Systems. Students loved learning about the human body and all 
the organ systems. We practiced with a Flipped Classroom-students would read books and watch videos about a 
body system and then talk about what they learned before we presented the material. Seeing the kids excited as 
they taught us and shared what they learned was a great way to wrap up the school year. 
In ELA we finished reading a whole group novel to discuss the elements of literature and complete a Plot Diagram. 
Students enjoyed hearing about the antics of Joey Pigza, a character we have watched develop and grow- much like 

https://sites.google.com/lansingburgh.org/tech8maroon2021/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/110xndNQdNu6UAUpyOnT3z8UisyIsHCmP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10sArF-inFzaf9mAXtMeJX9DAWt3RAVbR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dXo7tQtYILTwfh9UCpyin2oj3fRuoCQH?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16N26XR3wBF2c572bT-VIurhORbN2rLbu/view?usp=sharing


                     
                   

           
               

               
               

                 
           

                   
             

  

               
                  

          
   

               
                

                  
                

  
                    
                   
                 
           

                 
                    

                   
   

                  
                  
               

                       
                        
       

                   
 

                   

our middle schoolers, over the course of the past two years. Through the visit of Jack Gantos, we were introduced to 
the book series Joey Pigza. After reading the first three books in the series, we ended our school year by writing a 
letter to Mr. Gantos to tell him how much we enjoyed his books. 
In Social Studies we ended the year learning about the events of WWI. Students discovered trenches and trench 
warfare, the ways technology increased the casualties of war, and the reasons for the start of WWI. 
In Math we ended with our unit on one and two-step equations. Our students demonstrated their math rock star 
skills in review games such as Blooket, Kahoot, and Quizzes. Our students enjoyed playing the games to show off 
what they learned in a friendly on-line competition with their remote learning peers. 
We are looking forward to next year and another year with your children. Good luck to our 8th graders who are 
going to high school. Have a wonderful summer and we will see you in September. 

Special Area Subjects 

Music 
In Music, students finished up their American Popular music unit with a study of the origins of Hip-Hop all 
the way to 2010. We concluded the year with a brief foray into Music Theater and an exploration of the 
movie-musical West Side Story (1961). We discussed and wrote about musical presentations of ethnicity 
and coding in orchestration. 

Technology 
In Technology students have made their own Davinci bridges which can stand on their own with no additional 
support. We also built span, truss, and beam bridges using popsicle sticks and tape. We then built electrical circuits 
and microprocessor circuits to create our own games such as pong and baseball as well as very cool light and 
sound shows. We are currently working on airplanes and rockets and will finish off the quarter with coding and 
robotics. 

FACS,Health & P.E. 
6th Grade PE: We made it through a less than ideal 6th grade year, and I thank you all for your efforts and patience 
along the way. As we move into summer vacation and prepare for 7th grade, I ask that you stay active and increase 
your daily activity throughout the summer. You will be eligible for Modified Sports next year, and we want you to 
come back in September ready to represent the Maroon and White! Go Knights!! 

FACS- The 7th grade Green team wrapped up the last week of FACS learning about Healthy Fast Food Choices. I am 
so proud of the effort I saw this year despite all of the challenges! It was also nice to see the 7th and 8th 
graders, and the Red Team throughout the building. To my incoming 7th graders: I can’t wait to meet you! I hope 
everyone has a wonderful summer! 

Art 
7th grade yellow team wrapped up the last week of art with the popular google drawing assignment! I am super 
proud of the yellow team and their efforts with finishing the year strong! Thank you for trying and having an open 
mind while we were all trying to have art be as “normal” as we could make it. 
To all the 7th & 8th graders, and the Red Team: I was so happy to see you all throughout the building. 8th graders, I 
will miss you guys and wish you all the luck as you move onto 9th grade! 7th Graders, I will see you all next year and 
look forward to getting back to normal art! 

To my incoming 7th graders: I can’t wait to meet you and see what we can create together! Enjoy your summer and 
stay safe! 

Spanish 
For the second half of the 4th quarter we will be finishing up our unit on Food and regular present tense er 



                     
              
              

                
                    

    

  
             

              
        

 
                

                  
                 
 

             
               

             

                     
                     

               
                
   

 
  

       
     
    

   

     
           

          
             

                
              

               
                 

and ir verbs. Our goal will be to move into our family and animals unit and finish up the year with our 
clothing, colors and numbers to 1,000,000. Students will continue to participate in a variety of listening, 
reading and short writing activities. They will also be encouraged to speak the Spanish language through 
answering circling questions on those topics. We started doing this with our last couple of units and they 
are doing a great job! I am so proud of the effort I saw this year despite all of the challenges of the 
pandemic! Have a wonderful summer! 

Library Skills 2
Please read over the summer. You can download books on Sora, Rosen Interactive Books, the newspaper on 
newsbank or visit the public library. See this month’s newsletter on the Library Webpage. Prizes and raffle at Troy 
Public Library. Have a great summer Reading!!! -Mrs. Maggiacomo, Librarian 

KMS Clubs 
Student Council teamed up with STEM club to host the first KMS Stem night virtually on June 9th. Students were 
given buckets to take home of 3 different activities that they performed at home and then got onto the virtual meet 
and shared out. Student council also held our 2nd annual freeze pop sale. Thank you to everyone that participated in 
the fundraiser. 

STEAM Club: KMS students were able to pick up STEM supply buckets filled with hands-on activities. It was fantastic 
for both remote and in person students to work collaboratively at our virtual STEAM night. Interested students 
should consider joining STEAM club next year when we’ll be able to meet in person. 

8th Grade Class: 8th Grade Day is going to be on Thursday, June 17th! In person students will be bringing in $5 and a 
t-shirt to tie dye. Remote and in person students will battle it out virtually in Trivia and Bingo! The day will end with a 
cold treat during 10th period. 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony will take place across two days - Wednesday, June 
23rd from 11:30AM - 2:30PM, and Thursday, June 24th from 8:00AM - 11:00AM. Please see the district website and 
social media for specifics! 

Support Team 
The Support Team 

Virtual Tutoring through Tutor Time: 518-276-3098/ pipelineprograms@rpi.edu for more information. 
Rensselaer County COVID Relief Navigator: 518-410-8292 
Rensselaer County Mental Health: 518-270-2800 
CEO Food Bank: 518-272-6012 

School Wide Initiatives/ Announcements/ Upcoming Events 
KMS Climate Committee launched the Acts of Knightness program. Through this program morning announcements 
highlighted character traits and examples (respect, responsibility, citizenship). Students received their name on 
their respective grade level sword showcasing their knightness and were entered into raffles for prizes (donated 
by Student Council). The swords were designed by STEM club and are currently being displayed in the library. 
Morning announcements were revamped with a weekly Friday edition of the Double T show. Students have begun 
to take part in these announcements by conducting interviews with peers, teachers and other staff members in the 
building. We look forward to continuing our yearly staff wave and dance as we say goodbye to students this school 
year. 

"KMS, along with the community, values equity, strives for excellence, and prides itself on 

student achievement while providing a safe environment, where students become active 

citizens by displaying respect and demonstrating responsibility.” 

https://soraapp.com/welcome/login/200007
http://www.rosenlearningcenter.com/
https://www.newsbank.com/log-through-your-library
https://www.lansingburgh.org/domain/37
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpOHDsLrD19wDPyiYRAJ4LqAi3WNtHhk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JLzGNdn4uW9oJx2BdGKvS3GTaPSdNjjI/view?usp=sharing
mailto:pipelineprograms@rpi.edu



